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A case of sciatic nerve injury after uterine artery embolization
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Uterine artery embolization (UAE) is an effective treatment for massive uterine bleeding. The reported
complications include hematoma, infection, uterine ischemia, ovarian dysfunction, vaginal necrosis, non-target
embolization, abnormal placentation, and intrauterine adhesions. Despite these risks, UAE generally does not
affect the resumption of menstruation or fertility and is often the first choice for patients requiring uterine
preservation. We report a rare case of sciatic neuropathy following UAE for postpartum hemorrhage due
to placenta accreta. A 33-year-old woman (G2P1) with a history of hysteroscopic polypectomy conceived via
frozen-thawed blastocyst transfer and delivered vaginally at 38 weeks of gestation. The retained placenta
led to hemorrhagic shock. To preserve fertility, UAE was performed using a gelatin sponge and n-butyl-
2-cyanoacrylate (NBCA). Selective catheterization of the right uterine artery was difficult, and NBCA was
injected at the bifurcation of the internal iliac artery. Hemostasis was achieved, but rebleeding required
supracervical hysterectomy with pathological confirmation of placenta accreta. After the UAE, sensory loss
and weakness developed in the right leg. Imaging revealed no hematoma; however, sciatic neuropathy due
to the occlusion of the gluteal and pudendal branches was suspected. Rehabilitation improved symptoms,
although residual disability persisted. This case highlights the risk of neurological complications from non-
targeted embolization with NBCA, emphasizing the need for preoperative counseling.
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