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A case of pregnancy-associated lung cancer with a rapid course
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We report a case of lung cancer diagnosed during the second trimester of pregnancy, which progressed
rapidly and resulted in the patient’s death approximately 2 months after delivery.

The patient was a 28-year-old woman (gravida 1, para 0) whose pregnancy was managed by a physician.
She developed a persistent cough from around 26 weeks of gestation, and initial plain CT findings suggested
pneumonia. At 32 weeks and 2 days of gestation, she was referred to our hospital, where plain CT revealed
a 77-mm mass, right mediastinal lymphadenopathy, and massive pleural effusion. At 32 weeks and 6 days
of gestation, pleural fluid cytology confirmed adenocarcinoma, prompting an emergency cesarean section.
Postoperative CT and MRI showed bilateral renal and multiple bone metastases, establishing a diagnosis of
stage IVB disease. The patient received two cycles of carboplatin, paclitaxel, bevacizumab, and atezolizumab,
but the disease progressed. On postoperative day 58, she was referred to a cancer center for oncogene panel
testing; however, her respiratory condition deteriorated rapidly, resulting in her death.

Pregnancy-associated lung cancer is often diagnosed at an advanced stage and generally carries a poor
prognosis. Clinicians should suspect lung cancer when upper respiratory or chest symptoms persist during
pregnancy.
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