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Case of choriocarcinoma diagnosed after multiple cerebral hemorrhages
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Choriocarcinoma occurs secondary to hydatidiform moles in 1-2% of cases; however, choriocarcinoma can
occur not only after a hydatidiform mole but also secondary to a normal pregnancy. Choriocarcinoma is
prone to hematogenous metastasis, with lung metastasis accounting for 80% of cases and brain metastasis
for approximately 10%, making it a poor prognostic factor. We report a case of choriocarcinoma diagnosed
after multiple cerebral hemorrhages. The patient was 30 years old with two pregnancies and two births.
Three months after vaginal delivery, she visited the neurosurgery department complaining of headaches and
vomiting. Computed tomography of the head showed multiple cerebral hemorrhages with new and enlarged
foci over time. Craniotomy was performed to remove the hematoma because of the presence of a cerebral
hernia, and biopsy of a failed blood vessel intraoperatively led to a diagnosis of choriocarcinoma. Transvaginal
ultrasound revealed no abnormalities in the uterus or bilateral adnexa, and endometrial aspirate tissue
showed no abnormalities. Computed tomography revealed multiple metastases throughout the body, with
the largest mass in the right lower lung field considered the primary tumor. A diagnosis of choriocarcinoma
(FIGO stage 1V) was made; however, her general condition was poor, and the patient transitioned to BSC. She
died approximately 4.5 months after vaginal delivery. Choriocarcinomas can occur secondary to any previous
pregnancy and cause various symptoms. The disease should be considered even when there is no abnormality
during the course of pregnancy or postpartum period.
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