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Case of methicillin-susceptible Staphylococcus aureus infection, refractory to
treatment in pregnant women
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Methicillin-susceptible Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA) infection is very rare. We report a case of an intractable
MSSA infection in pregnancy. A 34-year-old woman, impregnated via frozen-thawed embryo transfer at
an infertility clinic, was referred to her previous obstetrician. Her pregnancy had been progressing well.
However, during an emergency visit to the hospital at 39 weeks and 3 days of gestation, she complained
of fever, chills, vomiting, diarrhea, and decreased fetal movement. An emergency cesarean section was
carried out due to non-reassuring fetal status. The baby displayed severe neonatal asphyxia and severe
infection and was transported to our hospital. The mother was transferred to our facility on postpartum day
3. Aminobenzylpenicillin was administered initially by her previous obstetrician but was later replaced by
cephalexin because of the detection of an MSSA infection in both the baby and the mother. On postpartum
day 4, we opened the infected wound in the mother and initiated a cleaning procedure. Computed tomography
conducted on postpartum day 8 indicated incomplete suturing of the uterine and intra-abdominal abscesses;
we attempted debridement, re-suturing, and abscess drainage. We started negative pressure closure
therapy on postpartum day 17. We attempted re-suturing by opening the fascia and subcutaneous tissue on
postpartum day 40. The mother was discharged on postpartum day 55, without wound reinfection. MSSA is a
commensal organism and rarely presents as an infection; however, as shown in this case, an MSSA infection
can be difficult to treat. In case of chorioamnionitis or poor progress with routine antibiotic use, the possibility
of an MSSA infection should be kept in mind and an appropriate antibiotic should be prescribed.
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