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Changes in the number of cervical cancer screenings in the Tokyo metropolitan area and the major cities in
Japan during the COVID-19 epidemic (January-October 2020) have been reported; however, little is known
about the status of cervical cancer screening during this time in regional cities. Using “in-hospital cancer
registry” data, we examined the number of cervical cancer screening visits, the number of cases detected
during screening, and the number of new cervical cancer cases treated in the Ehime Prefecture from 2019 to
2021. The number of cervical cancer screenings decreased in all age groups in 2020, especially in the 20-49
age group, and by municipality decreased by about half in Matsuyama city. The number of cases detected by
screening was 158 in 2019, and 106 in 2020 (-33%), and the number of new cervical cancer cases treated was
519 in 2019 and 439 in 2020 (-15.4%), both showing the largest rate of decline compared with other cancers.
In 2021, there was a recovery trend in both cases. These results suggest that self-restraint in screening was
more prolonged in regional cities than in the Tokyo metropolitan area.
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