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A case of protein-losing enteropathy after cesarean section for preeclampsia
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A 24-year-old woman (gravida 1, para 0) underwent a prenatal checkup at our hospital at 34 weeks of
gestation. At 36 weeks and 4 days of pregnancy, although her blood pressure was 119/53 mmHg at the
hospital, it was 155/102 mmHg at home. Moreover, her urinalysis showed urine protein 3+. She was
hospitalized and underwent an emergency cesarean section for preeclampsia on the same day. A female
infant weighing 2,324 g was delivered (Apgar score, 8/9). On postoperative day 8, ascites were observed on
transvaginal ultrasonography. The patient had persistent edema and hypokalemia (1.8 g/dL). On postnatal day
44, the infant died of suspected sudden death syndrome at home. The patient was followed up for suspected
malnutrition due to mental stress. On postoperative day 110, she presented to the emergency department with
dysarthria and right hemiparesis. An embolic infarction was found in the left anterior cerebral artery territory
and left precentral gyrus. Protein-losing enteropathy and congenital protein S deficiency were diagnosed based
on 99mTc human serum albumin scintigraphy and genetic testing.
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