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Dermatomyositis requiring systemic treatment developed
during ovarian cancer treatment: a case report
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We experienced a case of dermatomyositis with sudden muscle weakness and dysphagia during ovarian
cancer treatment. A 68-year-old woman was diagnosed with high grade, serous, stage IIC (T3cNOMO)
ovarian cancer using laparoscopy. After one cycle of ddTC (dose dense PTX+CBDCA), the patient developed
sudden muscle weakness and dysphagia, which was suspected as dermatomyositis. Steroids were started
for dermatomyositis. She had elevated liver enzymes, which improved with a decrease in myogenic
enzymes. A diagnosis of elevated liver enzymes associated with muscle collapse was made. A second cycle
of chemotherapy was administered. Disease control of the ovarian cancer was good, but the patient was
also treated with immunoglobulin therapy due to poor therapeutic response to dermatomyositis. After five
cycles of chemotherapy, she underwent complete excision of the residual lesions, hoping for improvement
of the dermatomyositis. The patient is currently undergoing rehabilitation, while continuing chemotherapy.
Improvement in limb muscle strength and swallowing function was observed compared to the preoperative
status. Combining dermatomyositis and ovarian cancer treatment requires long-term and delicate systemic
management; however, appropriate implementation of standard ovarian cancer treatment with surgery, as
well as chemotherapy, can lead to improvement of dermatomyositis.
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