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Ureteral injury during laparoscopic salpingo-oophorectomy in a patient with a history of

total hysterectomy: A case report
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Herein, we report a case of ureteral injury that occurred during laparoscopic surgery for a retroperitoneal
tumor diagnosed as a benign ovarian tumor preoperatively. An 82-year-old woman with a history of
hysterectomy was scheduled to undergo laparoscopic right hemicolectomy by a gastrointestinal team followed
by bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy by a gynecologic team, via the same port and with the same surgical
instruments. The ureter was mistakenly identified as the infundibulopelvic ligament and was cut. The ureteral
injury was repaired via laparotomy by urologists. Post-hysterectomy adhesions and retroperitoneal tumors
cause anatomical displacement of the ureter, increasing the chances of ureteral injury. To prevent ureteral
injury in older patients with a history of total hysterectomy, retroperitoneal embedment of ovarian tumors
should be considered, and the ureter should be checked carefully before and during surgery.
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