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A case of aortitis due to filgrastim that presented with difficulties in diagnosis
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Filgrastim (FG) is a granulocyte-colony stimulating factor (G-CSF), which increases neutrophils in peripheral
blood. A case of G-CSF-induced aortitis was recently reported; further, this condition was added to the drug
package insert in 2018 as a serious side effect.

In this case, a 75-year-old woman with stage IB endometrial cancer was scheduled for 6 cycles of
postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy with paclitaxel and carboplatin every 3 weeks. The patient was
urgently admitted to our hospital on the 9th day after the fifth course of chemotherapy due to temporary loss
of consciousness. She had fever and neutropenia; computed tomography (CT) scan revealed a lymphatic cyst
on the left side of the pelvis. Considering an infection of the cyst, antibiotics were administered and FG was
prescribed for neutropenia. However, the fever and the rising trend of C-reactive protein (CRP) continued
after this initial treatment. A repeat CT scan revealed thickening of the aortic wall, which eventually led to
the diagnosis of aortitis. Administration of prednisolone dramatically improved the symptoms. In cases of
persistent fever persists and increase in inflammatory response after using G-CSF, aortitis must be considered
in the differential diagnosis.
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