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A case of Mycoplasma hominis infection after cesarean section treated with multimodal

therapy
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Mycoplasma hominis is part of the normal bacterial flora of the urogenital tract. However, surgical stress
occasionally triggers it to develop into a severe infection in previously asymptomatic carriers. A 29-year-old
female patient was transferred to our hospital for hemorrhagic shock during cesarean section. Hemostatic
procedures and blood transfusion were performed. Five days after the operation, the patient underwent repeat
surgery for sudden wound dehiscence, followed by wound infection and development of pelvic abscess, despite
administration of beta-lactam antibiotics. Fourteen days after the operation, the appearance of minute colonies
specific to Mycoplasma species on the culture plate led to the diagnosis of Mycoplasma infection. Further
analysis with 16S rRNA sequencing confirmed that M. hominis was responsible for the infection. Switching
antibiotic therapy to tetracycline along with frequent washing of the abscess cavity with saline through an
indwelling catheter gradually improved the inflammation and eventually eradicated the infection. In cases
where the infection does not respond to usual empiric antibiotics and the bacterial pathogen is not identified
for a long period of time, it is necessary to consider the presence of Mycoplasma species as the responsible
agents.
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