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A case of uterine artery embolization resulting in bleeding during artificial abortion
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We report a case where uterine artery embolization (UAE) was performed to control bleeding during artificial
abortion in a patient at 17" weeks of gestation. The patient was a 35-year-old woman whose pregnancy was
naturally established; she opted for artificial abortion due to social and economic reasons. Continuous bleeding
at approximately 100 mL/hour was observed for 2.5 hours after spontaneous rupture of the membranes. We
performed UAE to control her uterine bleeding, after which the baby was delivered. The placenta did not
deliver spontaneously and we had to wait for 12 hours. There was no retention of the placenta and normal
bleeding. She was discharged two days after termination of the pregnancy.

If severe hemorrhage occurs during artificial abortion, it is necessary to terminate and regulate bleeding at an
early stage. However, there is no specific policy on how to deal with bleeding. We faced a challenge choosing
whether to deliver by emergency cesarean section or wait for delivery after hemostasis using UAE. The
utility of UAE for postpartum hemorrhage and bleeding during abortion in the 2™ trimester of pregnancy has
been described in previous case reports.
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