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Laparoscopic resection of retroperitoneal sympathetic schwannoma: A case report
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Schwannomas are rare pelvic tumors. Herein, we describe a case of laparoscopic excision of a hypogastric
schwannoma without autonomic neuropathy, resulting in a good outcome, and discuss the usefulness of
laparoscopic surgery for this tumor. The patient was a 36-year-old woman. During outpatient follow-up
for dysmenorrhea, the patient developed new symptoms of frequent urination and pain during urination.
Pelvic magnetic resonance imaging was performed to confirm the suspicion of bladder endometriosis, and a
retroperitoneal tumor was suspected. Laparoscopic surgery was planned for both the bladder endometriosis
and right retroperitoneal tumor. Surgical findings revealed that the uterus and bladder were tightly adherent,
and the retroperitoneal tumor was transparent through the right posterior mesometrium. The retroperitoneal
tumor was continuous with the hypogastric nerve; therefore, schwannoma derived from the hypogastric
nerve was suspected. The border of the hypogastric nerve was carefully dissected, and only the tumor was
removed while preserving the nerve. Histological findings revealed a benign schwannoma. The patient’s
condition progressed without postoperative autonomic neuropathy. Additionally, the magnified view and deep
reachability of laparoscopic surgery to determine the anatomic location of the nerve of origin may be useful
for the surgical treatment of schwannomas.
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