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Retroperitoneal ectopic pregnancy diagnosed during laparoscopic surgery: A case report
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Retroperitoneal ectopic pregnancy is a rare type of ectopic pregnancy. We report a case of retroperitoneal
ectopic pregnancy diagnosed during laparoscopic surgery in a 34-year-old woman (gravida 2 para 1) who
underwent fertility treatment with warming and implantation of one frozen blastocyst at another hospital.
Transvaginal ultrasonography performed at 6 weeks and 1 day of pregnancy did not reveal the gestational
sac in the uterus, and she was admitted to our hospital for management of ectopic pregnancy. Following
evaluation, we identified a gestational sac-like echo to the left of the uterus and an echo-free space in Douglas’
pouch. Her serum human chorionic gonadotropin level was 12,895 mIU/mL. We performed laparoscopic
surgery and observed approximately 300 mL of intraperitoneal hemorrhage, intraoperatively. The uterus,
bilateral fallopian tubes, and ovaries showed an intact surface. Furthermore, we detected retroperitoneal
edema with bleeding, to the left of Douglas’ pouch. Incision of the retroperitoneum revealed chorionic villous
tissue, which we removed; histopathological evaluation of the tissue confirmed chorionic wvilli.

Obstetricians should consider the possibility of retroperitoneal ectopic pregnancy and perform meticulous
intraoperative examination in women in whom an ectopic pregnancy is not observed in the pelvis.
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